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Genesis Crude Oil Company, L.P.  

CRUDE OIL - BIOREMEDIATION PROJECT  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
Dec 20, 1999  A leak was detected from an 8ò pipeline adjacent to a tributary of the Leaf River 
approximately 2 miles southwest of Summerland, Mississippi.  The reports claim some 350,000 
gallons (1,400,000 litres) of crude oil were spilled.  The actual amount will never really be 
known. 
 
 
CLEANUP  INFORMATION: 
 
Between Dec 1999 and March 2000 over 30,000 bags of OIL GATOR, CELL-U-SORB and 
FLOOR GATOR were disced, tilled and blended into the 5 miles (8km) of land located between 
the point where the Genesis pipeline fractured and the Leaf River. 
 
CONTAMINANTS OF CONCERN AND REGULATORY FRAMEWORK: 
 
As this was a crude oil pipeline, the primary contaminants of concern Polynuclear Aromatic 
Hydrocarbons (PAHs,  SW-846 Method 8270) and benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene and total 
xylenes (GTEX, SW-846 Method 8260).  In addition, composite soil samples were taken from 
various areas and tested for analysis by TPH-Method 8015.  The objective was to bring the 
contaminants below the State of Mississippi Brownfields Regulations Tier 1, TRG Table of 
Unrestricted Soil Values level.   
 
COLLECTION OF SOIL AND WATER SAMPLES: 
 
Earth Consulting Group, Inc. (EarthCon) was contracted to complete soil and water analysis 
throughout the cleanup project. EarthConôs final testing was conducted in March 2001. 
 
CONCLUSIONS: 
 
March 2001, just 15 months after the 350,000 gallon (1.4 million litre) crude oil spill and; after 
collection and assessment of samples from the entire site (North End Area, the Meadow Area, 
the Beaver Dam Area and the G3 to G4 Creek Area)  Earth Consulting Group, Inc., reported 
that all PAHôs were below Tier 1 TRG Table Unrestricted Soil Values with the exception of a 
single sample from the North End Area where Benzo (a) Pyrene was reported at 0.18 mg/kg 
slightly above the reportable level.  Therefore, in EarthConôs March 2001 Conclusions and 
Recommendations, they recommended that NO FURTHER ASSESSMENT OR REMEDIAL 
ACTIVITY was necessary for this site. 
 

OIL GATOR, as stated in its USA Patent, assisted in the rapid bioremediation of the crude oil 

contamination at this site.  Cleanup was accomplished both quickly and cost efficiently while 
providing maximum protection for the environment.   
 

  



 

- 3 - 

 

 

THE FOLLOWING QUICK REFERENCE PROVIDES A SUMMARY OF THE ACTUAL 
DOCUMENTS AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE TO THIS CLEANUP PROJECT.    
 
ATTACHED TO THE END OF THIS REPORT ARE COPIES OF THE ACTUAL 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS. 
 
Document Comments 

 
MAP 1 MAP OF THE SPILL SITE 
 

 
 
PR-1   PRESS RELEASE # 1 
 
Dec 21/99 Mississippi Dept. of Environmental Quality Initial Press Release. 
 
Note: Confirmation of Genesis Spill, their immediate response and the involvement of 

Covington County and Jones County Officials & Mississippi Dept. of Wildlife, 
Fisheries & Parks together with Colonial & Plantation Pipeline Companies under the 
supervision of Mississippi DEQ, Eric Dear, Emergency Services Director.  

 
 

 
PR-2   PRESS RELEASE # 2 
 
Dec 21/99    Joint Press Release Number 2. 
 
Note: Genesis' Emergency Response Team activated.   
 US EPA Emergency Responders &  
 Mississippi DEQ Emergency Services Responders & local emergency officials. 
 Mr. Patrick D. Hodgins, Genesis Public Affairs Officer first named. 
 
 

 
PR-3 PRESS RELEASE # 3 
 
Dec 22/99    Joint Press Release Number 3. 
 
Note: Genesis Emergency Response Incident Commander, Garry Davis first named. 
 US Coast Guard National Strike Force Gulf Strike Team were assisting  

Genesis, EPA and the Mississippi DEQ Emergency Services Responders and local 
officials. 
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PR-4  PRESS RELEASE # 4 
 
Dec 23/99    Joint Press Release Number 4. 
 
Note: The US Environmental Protection Agency assumed control of the cleanup efforts and 

utilizes its resources to compliment the efforts of Genesis' responders, 
 Mr. Ted Walden, EPA Region IV named On-Site Coordinator, 
 Mr. Mark Gorman, Genesis Crude Oil, L.P. President & CEO statement. 
 
 

 
PR-5 PRESS RELEASE # 5 
 
Dec 24/99    Joint Press Release Number 5. 
 
Note: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
 Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality, 
 U.S. Coast Guard & Genesis Crude Oil, L.P. first joint press release. 
 

 
 
PR-12 PRESS RELEASE # 12 
 
Jan 1/00    Joint Press Release Number 12. 
 
Note: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
 Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality, 
 U.S. Coast Guard & Genesis Crude Oil, L.P. issue joint press release, 
 Mr. Mark Gorman, Genesis President & CEO toured the spill site, 
 Mr. John Fetxer, Genesis Executive Vice President toured the spill site, 
 Mr. Gorman met with Collins Mayor, V.O. Smith, 
 Pollution response crews are under the direction of the U.S., Environmental 

Protection Agency. 
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WP Jan 15 - 1, 2 & 3 JANUARY 15, 2000 WORK PLAN  
 
 
Jan 15, 2000 DRAFT WORK PLAN FOR APPROVAL OF BARRY MCMASTER,  

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY. (MDEQ) 
 
UPPER CREEK AREA 
   
Note: Segment 1 - Monitor for any oil residue and absorb or treat with Oil Gator as needed.  

Oil Gator was used to absorb and "treat" the oil spill. 
 
Note: Segment 2 - "The area where the Oil Gator program was started" 

Spread and mix Oil Gator over the oil-impacted surface throughout this "entire" area.   
 
 Include application of sphag-sorb as the last treatment.  Sphag was used as a final 

bulking agent. 
 
Note: Segment 3 - "The area that has been treated with Oil Gator". 
 Continue the spreading and discing of "Oil Gator over the area.   
 
 Include application of sphag-sorb as the last treatment.  Sphag was used as a final 

pass bulking agent. 

 
Note: Segment 4 - "Spread Oil Gator as was done in the upper area, including   
 the discing procedure. 
 
 

 
 
E-MAIL-1 FROM: Barry Davis, Genesis Incident Commander & Director 

of Pipeline Operations. 
 

TO: Barry McMaster, MDEQ (Mississippi Department Of 
Environmental Quality) & Eric Dear, MDEQ &  
Mark Gorman, President Genesis Crude Oil Company, L.P. 

 
Comments: On or about January 21 Garner Environmental (the sphag-sorb contractor) was 

removed and their portion of the cleanup plan was assigned to the Oil Gator 
contractor George Malvaney. 

 
 Barry, Davis then included the amended January 21, 2000 Work Plan  

(attached WP ï Jan 21 -1,2 & 3) 
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WP JAN 21 - 1, 2 & 3 JANUARY 21, 2000 WORK PLAN  
 
Jan 21, 2000 DRAFT WORK PLAN FOR APPROVAL OF ERIC DEAR,  

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY. 
 
Note: Segment 1 - Same as Jan 15/00, Monitor for any oil residue and absorb or treat with 

Oil Gator as needed.  Oil Gator was used to absorb and "treat" the oil spill. 
 
Note: Segment 2 - Same as Jan 15/00, "The area where the Oil Gator program was 

started"  Spread and mix Oil Gator over the oil-impacted surface throughout this 
"entire" area.   

 
 Include application of sphag-sorb as the last treatment.  Sphag was used as a final 

bulking agent. 
 
Note: Segment 3 - "The area that has been treated with Oil Gator". 

ADD: Utilize track hoe with fork attachment to stir oil-impacted soil with Oil Gator.  
Continue the spreading and discing "Oil Gator" over the area.   

 
 Include application of sphag-sorb as the last treatment.  Sphag was used as a final 

pass bulking agent. 

 
Note: Segment 4 - "Spread Oil Gator as was done in the upper area, including the discing 

procedure. 
ADD: Utilize track hoe with fork attachment to stir oil-impacted soil with Oil Gator.  

 
Comments: The decision to remove Garner Environmental, the sphag-sorb contractor and re-

assign   their portion of the cleanup to the Oil Gator contractor combined with the 
addition of more equipment and the expanded application of even more Oil Gator is a 
clear indication of official acceptance and support of Oil Gator.   
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EARTH CONSULTING GROUP AUG 2000 (PAGES 1 THRU 24)  
 
"SUMMARY OF EMERGENCY RESPONSE ACTIVITIES, INITIAL SITE ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES 
AND RECOVERY AND REMEDIAL ACTIVITIES AT THE LEAF RIVER CRUDE OIL SPILL" 
 
Note: Page 2, Sect 2.2, Paragraph 1 states 336,000 gallons of Crude Oil spilt. 
 
Note: Page 5, Sect 2.2.3, Paragraph 3, states 20,000 bags of Oil Gator and Sphag Sorb 

were applied. Other documents show 20,000 bags of Oil Gator and 7,000 bags of 
sphag were applied.  

 
Note: Page 6, Sect 2.2.3, Paragraph 2, states this area was addressed by applying a 

biologically inactive oil sorbent material.   
This was Floor Gator see Page 16, Sect 5.4 Paragraph 3. 

 
Note: Page 14, Sect 5.2, Paragraph 1, states proprietary absorbents Oil Gator,  

Cell-U-Sorb and Floor Gator, were mixed into the soils to increase bioactivity. 
 
Note: Page 16, Sect  5.3, Paragraph 1, states surface soils in the Beaver Dam have been 

disced and tilled with Oil Gator, fertilized and watered to enhance bioremediation of 
the TPH compounds 

 
Note: Page 16, Sect 5.4, Paragraph 3, states the affected shallow surface soils within G3 

to G4 have been amended with natural forest bottom mulch, ammonium sulfate, lime 
and Floor Gator to enhance bioremediation of the TPH compounds. 

 
Note: Page 22, Sect 7.1.1, Paragraph 1, states the affected sections of the North End 

Area have been enriched with fertilizer and lime and mixed with proprietary 
absorbents, Oil Gator, Cell-U-Sorb, and Floor Gator to enhance bioactivity and bind 
the oil.  Initial restoration activity was completed in July 2000. 

 
Note: Page 22, Sect 7.1.2, Paragraph 1, states the entire Meadow Area soils have been 

disced and tilled, enriched with fertilizer and lime and mixed with proprietary 
absorbents, Oil Gator, Cell-U-Sorb, and Floor Gator to enhance bioactivity and bind 
up the residual oil. 

 
Note: Page 22, Sect 7.1.3, Paragraph 1, states the affected sections of the Beaver Dam 

Area soils have been disced and tilled, enriched with fertilizer and lime and mixed 
with proprietary absorbents, Oil Gator, Cell-U-Sorb, and Floor Gator to enhance 
bioactivity and bind up the oil. 

 
Note: Page 22, Sect 7.1.4, Paragraph 1, states soils within select stream intervals in the 

G3 to G4 Area have been disced and tilled, enriched with fertilizer and lime/bottom 
forest mulch and mixed with proprietary absorbent Floor Gator to enhance bioactivity 
and bind up the oil. 
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EARTH CONSULTING GROUP MARCH 2001 (PAGES 1 THRU 7)     
 
"SUMMARY OF SURFACE SOIL COLLECTION ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS AT THE LEAF 
RIVER CRUDE OIL SPILL, JONES COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI" 
 
Note: Page 1, Sect 1.0, Paragraph 1, states Earth Consulting Group, Inc. has prepared this 

report titled "Summary of Surface Soil Collection Activities and Results at the 
leaf Rive Crude Oil Spill, Jones County, Mississippi" for Genesis Crude Oil, LP.  
The purpose of this report is to document the site surface soils response to remedial 
activities implemented related to the crude oil release discovered on Dec 20/99.   

 
 
 
This report focuses on the surface soil conditions at four major areas:   

North End Area, Meadow Area, Beaver Dam Area and G3 to G4 Creek Area. 

 

Note:  Page 2, Sect 2.0   SURFACE SOIL ASSESSMENT RESULTS 
  

Note: Page 3, Sect 2.1    North End Area 
  

All PAHs were detected at concentrations below Tier 1 TRG Table Unrestricted 
Soil Values included in the State of Mississippi Brownfields Regulations. 

 

Note: Page 3, Sect 2.2    Meadow Area 
 
All PAHs were detected at concentrations below Tier 1 TRG Table Unrestricted 
Soil Values included in the State of Mississippi Brownfields Regulations. 

 

Note: Page 3, Sect 2.3    Beaver Dam Area 
 
PAH concentrations were detected above the laboratory method detection limit within 
ONE shallow soil sample collected from the Beaver Dam Area (the B1C, B2C,B3C 
composite sample at 2 feet bsg).  Benzo(a) Pyrene was detected in this shallow 
surface sample at a concentration of 0.13 mg/kg and was the ONLY PAH reported 
above its Tier 1 TRG Table Unrestricted Soil Value of .0875 mg/kg.   

 All other PAHs were detected at concentrations below Tier 1 TRG Table 
Unrestricted Soil Values. 

 

Note: Page 4, Sect 2.4    G3 to G4 Area 
 
All PAHs were detected at concentrations below Tier 1 TRG Table Unrestricted 
Soil Values. 
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Note: Page 7, Sect 4.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 

Note: Page 7, Sect 4.1   CONCLUSIONS:  

 

All PAH concentrations, with the exception of Benzo(a) Pyrene, have 
been detected below their respective Tier 1 TRG Table Unrestricted Soil 
Values included in the State of Mississippi Brownfields Regulations for 
both May, 2000 and the November 2000 surface soil sampling events. 

 

 
 

Note: Page 7, Sect 4.2   RECOMMENDATIONS:   

 

 Based on field observations and the results of the May and November 
2000 surface soil sampling activities, EarthCon does NOT recommend 
further assessment or remedial activity associated with the surface 
soils in these areas. 

 
 
Before, During and After pictures of this site can be seen by viewing the Genesis Power 
Point Presentation on our Gator International CD Rom.   
 
File Name D:\ OIL GATOR \ PP Shows \ GENESIS PIPELINE SPILL . 
 
or by reviewing the Hazardous Material Management Magazine article on the CD Rom.  
 
File Name D: \ OIL GATOR \ PUBLISHED ARTICLES \ HAZ MAT MAG JUNE 2001. 
 
 
All Gator CD Roms have pictures and laboratory results of bioremediation projects 
completed using Oil Gator.  They have sections for Customer References, Government 
Approvals, Federal Stock Numbers, Ford & GM Toxicology Approval Numbers, Independent 
Studies and Magazine Articles Published. 
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GENESIS CRUDE OIL SPILL, MISSISSIPPI, USA - DEC 20, 1999 
 

Parties involved and referenced / related correspondence. 
 
 
Collins, Mississippi Mayor,           V.O. Smith, Mayor 
Jan 1/01 Press Release "PR-12" 
 
Earth Consulting Group, Inc.. (EarthCon) August 2000 Report (24 pages) 
Earth Consulting Group, Inc.. (EarthCon) March 2001 Report ( 7 pages) 
 
Genesis Crude Oil Company, LP.  Mr. Patrick D. Hodgins, Public Affairs Officer 
Dec 22/99 Press Release "PR-2" 
Dec 22/99 Press Release "PR-3" 
Dec 23/99 Press Release "PR-4" 
Dec 23/99 Press Release "PR-5" 
Jan 1/01 Press Release "PR-12" 
 
Genesis Crude Oil Company, LP.  Mr. Barry Davis, Incident Commander & 
Dec 22/99 Press Release "PR-3" Director - Pipeline Operations 
Jan 15/01 Work Plan     
Jan 21/01 E-Mail Removing Garner Environmental from Site 
Jan 21/01 Work Plan 
June 9/00 Genesis Crude Oil, L.P.  Letter to MS Dept. of Enviro Quality by Barry Davis 
EarthCon Aug 2000 (pages 1-24) 
 
Genesis Crude Oil Company, LP.  Mr. Mark Gorman, President & CEO 
Dec 23/99 Press Release "PR-4" 
Jan 1/01 Press Release PR-12" 
Jan 21/01 E-Mail Removing Garner Environmental from Site 
June 9/00 Genesis Crude Oil, L.P.  Letter to MS Dept. of Enviro Quality by Barry Davis 
 
Genesis Crude Oil Company, LP.  Mr. John Fetxer, Executive Vice President 
Jan 1/01 Press Release "PR-12" 
 
Genesis Crude Oil Company, LP.  Mr. Gary Case & Mr. Dan Houlihan 
Jan 15/01 Work Plan     
Jan 21/01 E-Mail Removing Garner Environmental from Site 
Jan 21/01 Work Plan  
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GENESIS CRUDE OIL SPILL, MISSISSIPPI, USA - DEC 20, 1999 
 

Parties involved and referenced / related correspondence. 
Page 2 

 
 
 
Mississippi Dept. of Environmental Quality  Eric Dear, Emergency Services Director 
Dec 21/99 Press Release "PR-1" 
Dec 22/99 Press Release "PR-2" 
Dec 22/99 Press Release "PR-3" 
Dec 23/99 Press Release "PR-5" 
Jan 1/01 Press Release "PR-12" 
Jan 15/01 Work Plan    Barry McMaster, MS DEQ 
Jan 21/01 E-Mail Removing Garner Environmental from Site 
Jan 21/01 Work Plan    Eric Dear, MS DEQ 
EarthCon Aug 2000 (pages 1-24) 
June 9/00 Genesis Crude Oil, L.P.  Letter to MS Dept. of Enviro Quality by Barry Davis 
 
Mississippi Dept. of Wildlife, Fisheries & Parks 
Dec 21/99 Press Release "PR-1" 
 
US Environmental Protection Agency Ted Walden, EPA Region 4 On-Site Coordinator 
Dec 22/99 Press Release "PR-2" 
Dec 22/99 Press Release "PR-3" 
Dec 23/99 Press Release "PR-4" Ted Walden, EPA Region 4 On-Site Coordinator 
Dec 23/99 Press Release "PR-5" 
Jan 1/01 Press Release "PR-12" 
EarthCon Aug 2000 (pages 1-24) 
 
US Coast Guard National Strike Force, Gulf Strike Team 
Dec 22/99 Press Release "PR-3" 
Dec 23/99 Press Release "PR-5" 
Jan 1/01 Press Release "PR-12" 
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MAP 1 
 

MAP of GENESIS CRUDE OIL, L.P. SPILL SITE 
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PR-1 
 
 

MISSISSIPPI DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY PRESS 
RELEASE #1 
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PR-2 
 

JOINT PRESS RELEASE #2 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
COLLINS, Miss., December 21, 1999 - Emergency response teams continue to work 

throughout the night to remove oil released from a pipeline south of Highway 28 near 

Summerland, Mississippi, the spill had been contained earlier in the day.  

 

Representatives of Genesis Crude Oil, L.P., owners of the pipeline, said that based on 

the latest readings, there is estimated to be 1,700 barrels of crude oil released.  

 
Immediately upon learning of the spill, Genesis' Emergency Response Team was 
activated to investigate and respond to the incident. Additional responders and 
equipment will continue to arrive throughout the night.  
 

Genesis responders are working in tandem with Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) Emergency Responders and Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality 

(MDEQ) Emergency Services Responders as well as all local emergency officials to 

remove the oil as quickly and efficiently as possible.  

 

Genesis' primary objective and responsibility are the safety of the general public, the 
responders, and to minimize any impact to the environment resulting from this 
incident.  
 

As a precautionary measure and in accordance with local, state and federal agency 

guidance, the public is being asked to stay clear of the area.  

 
Genesis has established the following claims number, 888 - 422 - 2524, to call should 
anyone feel they have been adversely impacted by the spill.  
 

Any questions involving this investigation should be forwarded to Genesis Crude Oil 

Company, LP. Attention: Mr. Patrick D. Hodgins Public Affairs Officer at 601 - 765 - 

0800 Ext. 304.  

 

=================================================================  
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PR-3 
 

JOINT PRESS RELEASE #3  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   Contact:  Pat Hodgins  

601-765-0800 ext. 304  
 
COLLINS, Miss., December 22, 1999 - On Monday, December 20, Genesis Crude Oil, 
L. P. was notified of an oil spill on their pipeline south of Highway 28 near 
Summerland, Mississippi. The crude oil was released from an 8" pipeline near its 
crossing of the Leaf River. The source of the release was found and temporarily 
repaired yesterday.  
 
Company officials say there will have to be an investigation to determine the cause of 
the leak. "Our primary concern is for the safety of the community and our responders  
and to minimize any impact to the environment from this incident" said Genesis 
Incident Commander Barry Davis. "Genesis Crude Oil has one of the best safety 
records in the industry, safety is a top priority and we are not willing to jeopardize the 
safety of this community or our responders."  
 
Using the latest readings, company officials have determined that approximately 1,700 
barrels of crude oil were released, with 300 barrels recovered in the past 48 hours.  
 
"Immediately upon learning of the spill, we activated our emergency response team 
and informed all government agencies. Our team is working in close tandem with 
EFIA, DEQ and local officials to remove the oil as quickly and efficiently as possible," 
said Pat Hodgins, information officer, Genesis Crude Oil, L.P.  
 
Responders and equipment arrived throughout the night and the morning to help 
expedite clean up efforts. There are now approximately 130 responders on the scene. 
The U.S. Coast Guard National Strike Force Gulf Strike Team are assisting Genesis, 
EPA and the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality Emergency Response 
Coordinators in the cleanup efforts.  
 
As a precautionary measure and in accordance with local, state and federal agency 
guidance, the public is being asked to stay clear of the area. Genesis would also like 
to caution local hunters to be extremely careful in the area of the spill; responders will 
be working to clean up the area throughout the day and night for the next several 
days.  
 
The company has also established a toll-free claims line, for anyone who feels they 
have been adversely affected by the spill the can call 888-422-2524.  
 
"We regret this unfortunate situation, however, we are working 24 hours a day with 
experts from throughout the country to remove the oil as safely as possible While 
minimizing any environmental impact to the river or its surroundings," Davis said. 
"Genesis Crude Oil has been, and will continue to be a good neighbor to this area."  

##### 
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PR-4 
 
UNIFIED COMMAND RELEASE #4  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    Contact:  Jennifer Griffin  

Pat Hodgins  

(601) 765-0694  

 
COLLINS, Miss., December 23, 1999 - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) has requested additional manpower and equipment to help in the recovery of oil 
that released into the Leaf River in Covington County, Mississippi. EPA has assumed 
control of the cleanup efforts and is utilizing its resources to compliment the efforts of 
Genesis Crude Oil's responders.  
 

"I believe the additional resources of the EPA will assist in the cleanup of the Leaf 

River," said Ted Walden, EPA Region IV On-Site Coordinator.  ñThese resources of 

additional manpower and equipment wiII help us minimize any adverse affects to the 

environment."  

 

Genesis Crude Oil officials have hired an additional 102 personnel to compliment the 

emergency response team that has been in place since the oil release was reported 

on Monday, December 20, 1999. This brings the total number of emergency response 

personnel to 232.  

 

Emergency personnel have recovered approximately 800 barrels of crude oil. 

Company officials determined that approximately 1,700 barrels of crude oil were 

released.  

 

ñWe regret this unfortunate situation, however, we are working 24 hours a day with the 
experts from throughout the country to remove the oil as safely as possible while 
minimizing any environmental impact to the river or its surroundings," said Mark Gorman, 
Genesis Crude Oil, L.P. President and CEO. "Genesis Crude Oil has been, and will 
continue to be a good neighbor to this area."  

 

### 

============================================================= 

 

MEDIA NOTE: As updates on manpower, equipment, and oil recovery are available, 

this information will be forwarded by faxed release. There are no plans for any press 

conferences today, December 23, 1999.  
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PR-5 

 

JOINT INFORMATION CENTER PRESS RELEASE #5  
 

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY  

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY  

U.S. COAST GUARD  

GENESIS CRUDE OIL, L.P.  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    Contact:  PAC,Gene Maestas  

Pat Hodgins 

(601) 765-0694 

 
COLLINS, Miss., December 24, 1999 - Emergency response teams under the 
direction of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency continue to work around the 
clock to remove oil released from a pipeline south of Highway 28 near Summerland, 
Mississippi.  
 
* Approximately 965 barrels of oil has been recovered from the Leaf River.  
 
* U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and Genesis Crude Oil, L.P. 

resources are collecting oil with vacuum trucks along the Leaf River where 
containment boom has been deployed.  

 

* There continues to be no substantiated reports of any wildlife or waterfowl 

affected by the oil release - with the exception of one wood duck that was 

recovered but later died. Resources, personnel and a location to establish a 

wildlife rehabilitation center have been identified in the event it is needed.  

 

* Clean-up crews have been deployed where HWY 590 intersects the Leaf River 

to contain and collect oil-sheen that has slipped past collection points further 

up river.  

 

### 
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PR-12 
 

JOINT INFORMATION CENTER PRESS RELEASE #12  
 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)  
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ)  
U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) 
Genesis Crude Oil, L.P.  
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   Contact: Patrick Hodgins  

(601) 765-0694  

 
Collins, Miss., January 1, 2000 - Mark Gorman, president and chief executive officer and 
John Fetzer, executive vice president of Genesis Crude Oil today toured on foot the 
nearly 6 miles of tributaries and creeks leading to the Leaf River where response crews 
are working to remove oil remaining from the late December spill.  
 
The Genesis executives surveyed the response and clean up efforts of the crews  
located throughout the area. "We are very concerned with the expedient clean up of 
this river as well as the safety of our response crews," said Gorman. "These crews 
have been working 24 hours a day to bring this unfortunate situation to a timely end. I 
wanted to come out here myself to make sure they have everything they need and 
that clean up efforts are going as efficiently and as safely as possible."  
 
Gorman has been on-site in Collins to lend support to the Spill Management Team 
since shortly after the spill was discovered. "I have met with the emergency 
management directors of counties affected as well as with Collins Mayor, V.0. Smith 
to reassure them of our commitment to the speedy clean up of this spill," said 
Gorman.  
 
The pollution response crews under the direction of the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency continue to make progress with 24-hr operations to remove what is now 
estimated to have been more than 1,700 barrels of oil released from the pipeline south 
of Highway 28 near Summerland, Mississippi.  
 
The majority of the oil released into the Leaf River has been recovered. As of 11:00 
a.m., approximately more than 1,750 barrels have been recovered. Emergency 
response crews are working to remove small pockets of oil from the Leaf River at the 
initial point of entry into the river south to HWY 84.  
 
"Our priority has, and will always be the safe and efficient recovery of the spilled oil," 
said Gorman. 'We will do whatever it takes to get this river back to its natural 
condition."  
 
'We have more than 350 response members working along the area of the Leaf River 
from near Hot Coffee, Mississippi to HWY 590 - including the spill site," Genesis 
Incident Commander Patrick Hodgins said, " We ask hunters to be aware of the 
presence of these workers and exercise extreme caution."  
 

#####
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WP JAN 15 Page 1      DRAFT 
For Approval by Barry McMaster 

 

GENESIS 8" SOSO PIPELINE RELEASE 
WORK PLAN 
January 15, 2000 

 
This plan defines the work to be performed to assure acceptable completion of the cleanup 
effort. Daily, until further notice, the site coordinator (Walter Diamond) will complete the 
attached inspection form and fax it to the project Managers to confirm project status.  
 
{Note - to insure clear understanding of the dam locations, numbering starts from the upper 
creek to the river. Dams 3, 4 and 5 are at sites G3, G4 and GS as designated on earlier 
drawings. The three dams near the river are 6, 7, and 8 respectively, with dam 8 being the 
dam at the river.} 
 

UPPER CREEK AREA - (George Malvaney)  
 
Segment 1 - From the point of the pipeline release to that point where the pipeline 
right-of-way crosses the creek:  
 
* Excavate oil-saturated soil at the release site and along the flow path to the creek. 

(Completed)  

 

* Dispose of the excavated material at an approved disposal site. (Completed)  

 

* Backfill the excavation with clean background soil. (Completed)  

 

* Monitor for any oil residue and absorb or treat with oil-gator as needed.  

 
* Restore the surface to the natural terrain/habitat, prevent soil erosion.  

Place water bars as necessary to prevent soil erosion. 

 

* Re-seed with indigenous vegetation and hydro-mulch the surface area.  

 

Segment 2 - The creek area from the pipeline right-of-way crossing downstream to the area 

where the oil-gator spreading program was started:  

 
* Place filter fences (straw bales w/absorbent) in the creek at multiple locations to trap 

any free flowing oil residue. Monitor and change out the material as needed  

 

* Install oil snare lines at multiple locations in the creek bed to absorb any free flowing 

oil. Monitor and change out the material as needed.           1  

 

* Spread and mix oil-gator over the oil-impacted surface throughout this area. Use the 

small disc behind the six-wheel drive gator for mixing. Include an application of sphag-

sorb as the last treatment.  

 

¶ Re-disc the area as needed. 



 

20 

 

WP JAN 15 Page 2 
 

Segment 3 - The area that has been treated with oil-gator:  

* Continue the spreading and discing procedure. Include an application of sphag-sorb 

on the final pass as the last treatment.  
 

* Re-disc the area as needed.  

 

* Place filter fences (straw bales w/absorbent in the creek at multiple locations to trap 

any free flowing oil residue. Monitor and change out the material as needed.  

 

* Install oil snare lines at multiple locations in the creek bed to absorb any free flowing 

oil residue. Monitor and change out the material as needed.  

 

* Remove trees, debris, small stumps to facilitate discing. (Larry Taylor)  

 

* Complete debris burning program. (Ramon Calahan)  

 
Segment 4 - The area below the treated area to the point where the terrain narrows into a 
defined creek channel:  

 
* Spread oil-gator as was done in the upper area, including the discing procedure.  

 

* Re-disc the area as needed.  

 

* Place filter fences (straw bales w/absorbent in the creek at multiple locations to trap 

any free flowing oil.  Monitor and change out the material as needed.  

 

* Install oil snare lines at multiple locations in the creek bed to absorb any free flowing 

oil.  Monitor and change out the material as needed.  

 

* Remove trees, debris, small stumps to facilitate discing. (Larry Taylor)  

 

* Complete debris burning program. (Ramon Calahan)  

 
LOWER CREEK AREA (G-3 to River) - (Walter Diamond)  
 
* Complete the final cleanup passes of the lower creek area, removing (by flushing or 

absorbing) as much of the oil and oily sheen as possible. (Sammy Jones, Garner)  

 

* Continue the debris burning program at the present pace throughout the entire creek 

area until all accumulated oily debris is disposed of. (George Malvaney\Ramon 

Calahan)  

 

* Complete any required maintenance at the underflow dams along the creek to assure 

that they are ready and capable of functioning as collection points. (Larry Taylor)  
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* Install staff gauges at all dams for monitoring pool levels. (Larry Taylor)  
 

* Survey the entire length of the creek daily. (Waiter Diamond, supported by Culpepper) 

Observe and record the following:  

 

 *  Current weather conditions.  *  Findings (oil, accumulations, oil debris, etc.  

 *   Water levels at each dam.   *  Water level of the river at Dam 8.  

 
* Arrange for corrective work as needed, such as skimming accumulated oil, using 

sorbent material, removing debris, etc.  
 
* If corrective work is needed that cannot be handled on the spot during the daily 

survey, follow up with the necessary work crews. Record all correction steps taken.  

 

¶ Obtain weather forecasts at least twice daily to be prepared to respond to pending rain 

events.  

 

* Maintain and frequently monitor the booms at the creek entrance to the river.  Keep 

them clean and functional.  

 

* Construct a cat walk at Dam 8 to insure accessibility to the valves. (Larry Taylor)  
 

RIVER AREA: (Walter Diamond)  
 
* Make a complete run of the river from creek entry to Highway 590 and back every 

other day to monitor river status.  
 

* Note any corrective work needed.  

 
* If minimal corrective work is found, reduce river runs to twice weekly beginning 

January 24.  
 

* Following rain events that result in significant increased river level or river flow, make a 

complete river run to properly access river status.  

 
WORK SITE RESTORATION PROGRAM: (Dan Houlihan)  
 
The Genesis Landman, Dan Houlihan, is responsible for follow up efforts in site restoration. 

He will coordinate with Gary Case and the support contractors (Taylor and Culpepper) as 

needed to complete all restoration requirements to the satisfaction of the property owners and 

the agencies.  

 

The current list of sites that are included in the restoration program are provided on an 

attached list.  In addition, owners of property that border the river and the creek have been 

identified and will be contacted as may be necessary to address impact issues.  

 

Approved by:    Gary Case, Genesis Crude Oil, L.P  
Barry McMaster, MDEQ 
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E-MAIL-1 
 

E-MAIL REMOVING THE SPHAG CONTRACTOR (GARNER) AND 
REASSIGNING HIS PORTION OF THE CLEANUP TO THE 

OIL GATOR CONTRACTOR MALVANEY 
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For Approval by Eric Dear 
 

GENESIS 8" SOSO PIPELINE RELEASE  
WORK PLAN  

January 21, 2000 
 

This plan defines the work to be performed to assure acceptable completion of the cleanup effort. 

Daily, until further notice, the site coordinator (Walter Diamond) will complete the attached 

inspection form and fax it to the project Managers to confirm project status.  

 

{Note - to insure clear understanding of the dam locations, numbering starts from the upper creek 

to the river. Dams 3, 4 and 5 are at sites G3, G4 and G5 as designated on earlier drawings. The 

three darns near the river are 6, 7, and 8 respectively, with dam 8 being the dam at the river.}  

 

UPPER CREEK AREA - (George Malvaney - IMC)  

 

Segment 1 - From the point of the pipeline release to that point where the pipeline right-of-way 

crosses the creek:  

 

*  Excavate oil-saturated soil at the release site and along the flow path to the creek. (Completed)  

 

*  Dispose of the excavated material at an approved disposal site. (Completed)  

 

*  Backfill the excavation with clean background soil. (Completed)  

 

*  Monitor for any oil residue and absorb or treat with oil-gator as needed,  

 

*  Restore the surface to the natural terrain/habitat. Place water bars as necessary to prevent soil 

erosion.  

 

*  Re-seed with indigenous vegetation and hydro-mulch the surface area  

 

Segment 2 - The creek area from the pipeline right-of-way crossing downstream to the area 

where the oil-gator spreading program was started:  

 

*   Install oil snare lines at multiple locations in the creek bed to absorb any free flowing oil.  Monitor  

and change out the material as needed.  

 

*   Spread and mix oil-gator over the oil-impacted surface throughout this area.  Use the small disc 

behind the six-wheel drive for mixing oil gator. Include an application of sphag-sorb as the last 

treatment.  

 
*   Re-disc the area as needed. 
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Segment 3 - The area that has been treated with oil-gator:  

 

*   Utilize track hoe with fork attachment to stir oil-impacted soil with oil-gator.  

 

*   Continue the spreading and discing procedure. Include an application of sphag-sorb on 
the final pass as the last treatment.  

 

*   Re-disc the area as needed.  

 

*   Install oil snare lines at multiple locations in the creek bed to absorb any free flowing oil 

residue. Monitor and change out snare as needed.  

 

*   Remove trees, debris, and small stumps to facilitate disking. (Larry Taylor ï Taylor 

Construction)  

 

*   Complete debris-burning program. (Ramon Calahan - Forester)  

 

Segment 4 - The area below the treated area to the point where the terrain narrows into a 

defined creek channel:  

 

*   Spread oil-gator as was done in the upper area, including the discing procedure  

 

*   Re-disc the area as needed.  

 

*   Utilize track hoe with fork attachment to stir oil-impacted soil with oil-gator.  

 

*   Install oil snare lines at multiple locations in the creek bed to absorb any free flowing 

oil.  Monitor and change out snare as needed.  

 
*   Remove trees, debris, and small stumps to facilitate disking. (Larry Taylor)  
 
*   Complete debris-burning program. (Ramon Calahan)  

 

LOWER CREEK AREA (G-3 to River) - (Waiter Diamond - Genesis / CWS)  
 
*   Complete the final cleanup passes of the lower creek area, removing (by flushing or 

absorbing) as much of the oil and oily sheen as possible. (George Malvaney)  
 

*   Continue the debris-burning program (weather conditions permitting) throughout the 

entire creek area until all accumulated oily debris is disposed of. (George Malvaney \ 

Ramon Calahan)  

 

*   Complete any required maintenance at the underflow dams along the creek to assure 

that they are ready and capable of functioning as collection points. (Larry Taylor)  

 

*   Install staff gauges at all dams for monitoring pool levels. (Larry Taylor)  




