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NEWS OF INTEREST 

 
WARNING:  

Breathing Silica Dust Can Cause Silicosis 
-A Progressive Sometimes Fatal Lung Disease- 

May Cause Cancer 
 
The vast majority of absorbent material used today is clay or clay based (i.e., diatomaceous 
earth).  Clays are composed primarily of silica (SiO) and the dust from these products contain 
crystalline silica.  Silica dust has been linked to at least two critical health problems: silicosis, a 
progressive and sometimes fatal lung disease, and cancer.  The consumer will be pleased to 
know that governments are starting to do something about warning the public of these dangers. 
 
On November 4, 1989, California voters overwhelmingly approved Proposition 65, commonly 
referred to as the consumer protection act, consumer product warning label law, etc.  As a part 
of this program, California now requires that consumer products containing clay and 
diatomaceous earth in the form allowing dust generation, will have to carry a warning label.  
Under #12601, b4A: WARNING: ñTHIS PRODUCT CONTAINS SILICA, KNOWN TO THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO CAUSE CANCERò would be the warning appropriate to clay and 
diatomaceous earth products. 
 
It does not take large amounts of clay dust to create a problem.  New U.S. Department of 
Labor, OSHA standards for silica-containing dust have been established at 0.1 milligrams per 
cubic meter.  Based on manufacturerôs data, a typical clay absorbent contains approximately 
0.1 percent dust by weight.  Do not forget that we are talking about dust in the air which is very 
light material.  It does not require much weight to create a respectable dust cloud. 
 
Calculations show one 10 pound bag of clay that is 99.9% dust free includes 4 grams of silica 
dust.  Four grams is enough to contaminate 40,000 cubic meters or space or 100 average 
homes.  If evenly distributed, the quantity of silica-containing dust would require each person in 
the area to wear a dust mask in order to meet work place health standards. 
 

Floor Gator is the safe alternative to clay.  It is a powerful absorbent, and is inert, non-toxic 
and non-biodegradable when used properly.  It contains no hazardous ingredients as defined by 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
and the World Health Organization. 
 

Floor Gator has been developed to address the common desire of employers and employees 
alike for a safe, clean and healthy work environment.  California Prop 65 demonstrates a new 
awareness in which consumers demand that products be made safe for themselves as well as 
their workplace. 



This is a scanned copy of the back of a Floor Dry bag. 
 

 


